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Building a deck is one of the most popular outdoor projects for home DIYers. The job takes time and

effort, but if you have some basic carpentry skills and the right tools, and you work slowly, carefully,

and safely, you can produce a great-looking deck that you can be proud of. Author Dave Toht takes

you through every step of the way, from design and planning, choosing tools and materials,

installing footings and ledgers, framing, installing decking, building stairs and railings, and adding

benches, planters, and other built-ins. The heart of the book is a step-by-step guide to building four

different types of deck--a patio deck, a first-story deck, a raised deck, and a multi-feature

deck--which include a range of decking and railing types and special features. Decks concludes with

a chapter on deck maintenance and repair.
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"Thoroughly 'user friendly' in organization and presentation, Stanley Decks is unreservedly

recommended for personal and community library woodworking instructional reference collections."

(Midwest Book Review)

Dave Toht, a former contractor with decades of hands-on experience, fondly remembers his first

house located in the sometimes frigid, sometimes frying Midwest.Ã‚Â  Built in 1854, it was loaded

with opportunities for caulking, glazing, weatherstripping and insulating.Ã‚Â  He has written or



edited more than 60 books on home repair and remodeling.

This is a good reference book to use along side a manual of your specific building codes. It has

good pictures that show how to do the things they are explaining. There is more to building a good

and strong deck than what I originally thought and this book shows how to do that.
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